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We are beginning work to develop a more complete understanding of the methods used by 
regulatory bodies and other groups to assess the risk of exposure to ETS. To develop this 
understanding it is necessary to set up some mathematical models on our computer systems. We 
would then enter values that were utilized by the regulatory body or use other values. The values 
that we use may be derived from research not utilized by the agency or generated through such 
methods as Monte Carlo analysis. Through these efforts we may gain an appreciation for how 
error is propagated in the equations and which parameters contribute most significantly to the 
final outcome. The conduct of this work is not meant to endorse any particular model for 
conducting risk assessment. Nor should it be interpreted as conducting our own risk assessment 
on ETS. The full process for risk assessment involves many steps including an evaluation of the 
quality of the data that is entered into the mathematical models. Therefore, we may choose to 
enter data into a model for the purpose of determining the effect of that value without necessarily 
considering that value to be the most scientifically accurate estimate of a particular parameter. 
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